
RECLAIMING RHETORIC

Pentad Prism One action. Several lenses.

Write one account. Name the deed, then the direction: the first term explains the second. Burke lists ten pairings (p. 15). Each reverses
(p. 262). The lesson practiced nine. Do not add a fact the account does not have.

THE ACCOUNT

THE ACT  ·  THE DEED, IN ORDINARY WORDS

WHERE EACH DETAIL IS WORKING

Scene  ·  conditions that count Agent  ·  the person as characterized

Agency  ·  the means Purpose  ·  the stated end

SET ASIDE  ·  OFFERED, THEN REFUSED AS THE GROUND

CIRCUMFERENCE  ·  HOW MUCH OF THE WRITTEN SITUATION COUNTS

THE RATIO  ·  ONE OF TWENTY DIRECTIONS, GROUND FIRST

WHY THIS TERM IS THE GROUND A RIVAL STILL INSIDE THE WORDING

WHAT THE RIVAL STILL NEEDS, IF IT IS GOING TO WIN

Stop if the next sentence adds a fact. A wider scene, a hidden aim, or a character word you supplied is not yet a reading.

Pentad Prism worksheet  ·  Burke, A Grammar of Motives (1945), pp. 15 and 262
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